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1 million African-American men served in the
Armed Forces, and at least 4,000 women also
served the U.S.

African-Americans have also taken leader-
ship roles and involved themselves in the poli-
tics of the nation. During the 19th century,
many African-Americans were Abolitionists
fighting against the injustices of slavery. Some
examples of these great abolitionists included
Frederick Douglass, a former slave and estab-
lished writer, and Harriet Tubman and
Sojouner Truth, who helped organize the Un-
derground railroad as well as their fight for the
rights of women.

After the success of the Civil War, African
Americans such as W.E.B. DuBois and Book-
er T. Washington fought to bring the lingering
discrimination to its de facto conclusion. They
wrote and spoke out against the Jim Crow
laws of the south. Their intentions were
furthered towards the latter half of the 20th
century by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Mal-
colm X, both of whom fought for racial equality
in a country that still had not reached its po-
tential. Because of these accomplishments,
there have been many African-American men
and women serving in the United States Con-
gress. We have had in our Supreme Court
and still have African-American Justices, be-
ginning with Justice Marshall and currently
with Justice Thomas. And with the new admin-
istration that we have just ushered in, we have
Colin Powell, the first African-American Sec-
retary of State, and Condoleezza Rice as our
National Security Adviser.

African-American men and women have
contributed greatly to other facets of our soci-
ety, constantly improving it for future genera-
tions. They have been artists, musicians, ath-
letes, educators and scientists. Jackie Robin-
son was the first African-American to play for
a major league baseball team and will be me-
morialized as the man who broke the color
barrier. Today, there are African-American ath-
letic heroes like NBA star Michael Jordan and
Marion Jones, member of the U.S. Olympic
team. With the onset of the Harlem Renais-
sance musicians like Scott Joplin and Ella
Fitzgerald flourished, leading the way for other
African-American musicians. Writers like Zora
Neale Hurston and Langston Hughes led the
way for contemporary writers such as Toni
Morrison. Many African-Americans have taken
great strides in science and medicine. Dr.
Charles Richard Drew organized the concept
of blood banks and ran the first full time blood
bank during World War II. Several African-
American men and women have worked with
our Space Program including Dr. Mae C.
Jamison, the first African-American female as-
tronaut.

In my home in Orange County, NY, a re-
cently published book entitled ‘‘Genealogical
History of Black Families of Orange County’’
by local author Robert W. Brennan, traces the
history of our local African-American families.
It underscores the bittersweet truth that the
crime of slavery was NOT, as many lead us
to believe, an unpopular crime against human-
ity confined to certain southern states. In fact,
the book makes clear that while slavery was
abolished in New York State on July 4, 1827,
the lingering residue of racial bigotry continued
for many, many years afterwards—and, in
some ways, right up to the present.

Black History Month is an appropriate time
to look forward as well as to the past. We
must continue to fight against inequalities. We

must continue to push all of our children to
reach their potential and to achieve their
goals.

Our society’s strength rests within all its in-
habitants. Today, and throughout this month
we rightfully honor the African-Americans who
have added to the strengths of our great na-
tion as well as all of humanity. Accordingly, I
urge my colleagues and all Americans to ex-
press their appreciation for the contributions
African-Americans have made to our nation.
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, today I reintro-

duce legislation that I believe is vital to the
safety of our children as they make their way
to and from school. The introduction of this
legislation is especially timely as we observe
National Child Passenger Safety Week, Feb-
ruary 12th–16th.

Each day, parents in this country send their
children off to school believing their young
ones will arrive safely. However, since 1985,
close to 1,500 people have died in school bus
related accidents. These numbers reveal the
need for action to make school buses safer.
Both the American Academy of Pediatrics and
the American College of Emergency Physi-
cians gave their support and endorsement to
identical legislation in the last session of Con-
gress.

The basic design of the large yellow school
bus has not been changed since 1977. While
the design of high-back padded seats known
as ‘‘compartmentalization’’ provides protection
in head-on collisions, it does nothing to secure
passengers during rear-end, side-impact and
rollover collisions. In these situations, children
can be thrown from their seats, into one an-
other or into aisles, blocking quick evacuation.

My legislation would require seat belts on
school buses by prohibiting the manufacture,
sale, delivery, or importation of school buses
without seat belts. In addition, the measure
would impose civil penalties for those that do
not comply.

Daily, 23.5 million children are taken to and
from schools and school-related activities by
roughly 440,000 public school buses. Since
these buses travel nearly 4.3 billion miles
each year with young people on board, it is
imperative that every precaution be taken to
ensure their safety.

Since I last introduced this legislation, the
states of Florida, Louisiana, and California
have joined the states of New Jersey and New
York to require seat belts on school buses. I
commend the action of these states, and I
urge my fellow colleagues to support the legis-
lation to help make the trip to and from school
safer for all of our nation’s school children.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I wish today to

commend the 2000 ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ Jorge Muñiz,

chosen recently by the Mr. Amigo Association
of Brownsville, TX, and Matamoros,
Tamaulipas, in Mexico. Each year the Mr.
Amigo Association honors a Mexican citizen
with the title of ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ and that person
acts as a goodwill ambassador between our
two countries. Their selection honors a man or
woman who has made a lasting contribution
during the previous year to international soli-
darity and goodwill. ‘‘Mr. Amigo’’ presides over
the annual Charro Days Festival.

The Charro Days Festival is a pre-Lenten
event, much like Mardi Gras in New Orleans,
held in Brownsville and Matamoros. Charro
Days festivities last for several days; this year
they will be February 23–27 and will include
parades and appearances by Mr. Muñiz.
Charro Days is an opportunity to enjoy the
unique border culture of the Rio Grande Valley
area. As Mr. Amigo 2000, Muñiz will head the
international parade of Brownsville Charro
Days and Matamoros Fiestas Mexicanas fes-
tivities.

During Charro Days, South Texans cele-
brate the food, music, dances, and traditions
of both the United States and Mexico. The
United States-Mexican border has a unique,
blended history of cowboys, bandits, lawmen,
farmers, fishermen, oil riggers, soldiers, sci-
entists, entrepreneurs, and teachers.

The border has its own language and cus-
toms. On both sides of the border, there is a
deep sense of history, much of which the bor-
der has seen from the front row. We have
seen war and peace; we have known pros-
perity and bad times. Charro Days is a time
for all of us to reflect on our rich history, to re-
member our past and to celebrate our future.
The Mr. Amigo Award began in 1964 as an
annual tribute to an outstanding Mexican cit-
izen.

The 2000 Mr. Amigo, Mr. Muñiz, is a singer
and TV host. The selection of Jorge Muñiz,
cohost of the weekly music TV show ‘‘Al fin de
semana,’’ comes almost 10 years after his fa-
ther, another Mexican singer, Marco Antonio
Muñiz, also served as Mr. Amigo. The realiza-
tion that he followed his father with this honor
was quite emotional for him.

He has recorded 12 albums over a 20-year
span in the music and entertainment industry.
Affectionately known as ‘‘Coque,’’ Mr. Muñiz is
one of the most liked and recognized person-
alities not only in Mexico but the rest of the
continent. During his career he has shared the
stage with well-known personalities such as:
Marco Antonio Muñiz (his father), Cecilia
Gallardo, and Alberto Vasquez. His theater
credits also include projects with legends like
Lucha Villa, Maria Victoria, and the late Paco
Stanley.

I urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Jorge Muñiz, the 2000 Mr. Amigo, as
well as the cities of Brownsville and Mata-
moros, for their dedication to international
goodwill between the United States and Mex-
ico.
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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I wish to

honor a truly remarkable public servant in my
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